HALLOWEEN



THE HISTORY OF HALLOWEEN

HALLOWEEN COMES FROM AN ANCIENT IRISH HOLIDAY CALLED SAMHAIN. IT WAS
OF WINTER.

PEOPLE BELIEVED THAT THE SPIRITS OF THE DEAD CAME BACK ON THAT DAY.
THEY WORE COSTUMES TO SCARE THE SPIRITS.

MANY IMMIGRANTS IN THE USA CAME FROM IRELAND AND SCOTLAND. THEY
BROUGHT SAMHAIN WITH THEM AND IT BECAME AN AMERICAN TRADITION.

DURING THE 1800S PEOPLE CELEBRATED HALLOWEEN BY HAVING & PARTY AND
PLAYING PRANKS (TRAVESURAS). IN THE 1930S THE PRANKS BECAME
UNCONTROLLABLE, SO PEOPLE GAVE TREATS INSTEAD.

IF & PERSON GAVE AWAY TREATS, THEN THEY WOULD BE SAFE. IF THEY DID NOT
GIVE AWAY TREATS, THEY WOULD BE TRICKED.



Halloween Traditions

Even though Halloween 1s famous
worldwide, 1t 1s mostly celebrated in

the USA and Canada.

Another Halloween tradition 1s
called “bobbing for apples”, where
you have to take an apple from a
bucket of water without using your

hands.

Candy corn 1s also a big tradition n
the USA. It 1s made out of sugar,
corn syrup and wax. It 1s made to
look like a corn kernel.

Halloween colors are orange and
black. Orange represents the autumn
harvest. Black represents the

darkness.




Jack O Lanterns

Jack O Lanterns are based on an old Irish story
about a thief who tricked the devil.

People mn Ireland used to carve faces into
turnips.

Today, people use pumpkins. After the carve the
face of the pumpkins they put a candle mnside.

99% of pumpkins sold are turned into Jack O
Lanterns.

THE STORY OF JACK O” LANTERN:

In Ancient Ireland there 1s a story about a theif named Jack. Jack was a very clever but greedy
man. One day, Jack trapped the devil and refused to let him go. The devil promised never to
take away Jack’s soul in exchange for freedom.

After Jack died his soul had nowhere to go. The devil gave him an ember from hell that would
never go out. Jack carved out one of his turnips and put the fire mside and 1t became a lantern.

Now he walks around the earth guiding souls to heaven and hell. It became a Halloween
tradition to make JACK O LANTERNS m his honor.
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Decorations

Decorations
Including Jack ©°  are a sign
Lanterns. many that trick
peonle [.but out or treaters
decorations for
Halloween. are
more than S€% of
AIMericans
decorate their
homes for
Halloween.




Costumes

Dressing up in costumes isn't just
for children. People of all ages do
it!

Costumes don’t have to be scary.
People dress up as anything they
want!
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